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The Protest in Congress Against 
Further Naval Increase. 

To most people the protest in Congress last month 
against a new $10,000,000 battleship and the present 
policy of ever-increasing expenditures upon the navy 
means very little. It is looked upon by them as 
nothing more than a factional debate in which the 
Democrats, supported by a few not very loyal men 
of the other side, were trying to discredit the Admin- 
istration and make political capital for use in the 
elections next year. 

But this is a very superficial view. It shows 
utter want of insight into the conditions which caused 
the protest to be made. What was expressing itself 
on the floor of the House of Representatives had 
practically no partisan significance. The men who 
led in it — Bartholdt, Burton and Tawney — were 
Republicans, and Republicans known for their general 
party fidelity, each of them chairman of an important 
committee. What was expressing itself was the 
growing feeling of dissatisfaction amongst thoughtful 
citizens everywhere at the continuance of a policy, 
at such enormous and ever-increasing cost, for which 
no real reason can be assigned. 

The immense figures which set forth what the 
government is spending on armaments have become 



known to the people, and they have grown so large 
that Congressmen themselves can no longer, even if 
they would, turn a deaf ear to their mute but mighty 
call for a halt. 

In the debate on the naval bill Mr. Tawney of 
Minnesota, chairman of the Appropriations Com- 
mittee, pointed out that for the fiscal year 1906 the 
army and the navy, including maintenance, have cost 
the nation $199,702,081.44. Adding to this the 
sum expended on pensions, interest on the public 
debt created by wars, etc., $175,957,638.02, and we 
have the total appropriations for war purposes, direct 
and indirect, for the single year, footing up the 
colossal sum of $375,659,719.46. This is 63f per 
cent, of the total expenditures. Mr. Tawney declared 
that for the fiscal year 1907 the government is to 
spend in round numbers about $385,000,000 for war 
purposes, or about $28,000,000 more than the total 
revenue received in 1897, exclusive of the postal 
revenues, the great increase being chiefly due to the 
enlarged outlay upon the army and the navy. The 
annual cost of maintenance of a first-class battleship 
he set down as $634,255.54, of a second-class one as 
$468,729.31, and of an armored cruiser as $489,- 
206.27. If these expenses continue to grow as they 
have done, there will be no escape, Mr. Tawney told 
Congress, from increased taxes upon the people. 
That is perfectly plain to anybody, and the country 
is at last awakening to the fact. 

Mr. Burton of Ohio made an effort to have the 
$6,000,000 item for the new 20,000 ton battleship 
(exclusive of armaments) to outdo the English 
" Drednaught " stricken from the bill. The building 
program of the navy, he said, was provided for for 
the next four years, and in view of the prospect that 
the relations of the nations in respect to armaments 
might be greatly changed by a general agreement at 
the second Hague Conference for limitation and re- 
duction, he thought it most unwise to authorize the 
construction of this big ship. When the vote was 
taken his motion to strike out the item received 103 
votes against 135 for its retention. 

Mr. Bartholdt from Missouri, on the same grounds 
as those put forward by Mr. Burton, offered a resolu- 
tion authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to defer 
the construction of the new ship until after the 
coming Hague Conference, and making it then op- 
tional. But this motion was also voted down, though 
it received a strong vote. 

This latest protest in the House of Representatives, 



